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sweets, fixed himself at last upon La Valliere. The
progress and the result of his love are well known.

Madame de Montespan was she whose rare beauty
touched him next, even during the reign of Madame de
La Valliere. She soon perceived it, and vainly pressed
her husband to carry her away into Guienne. With
foolish confidence he refused to listen to her. She
spoke to him more in earnest. In vain. At last the
King was listened to, and carried her off from her hus-
band, with that frightful hubbub which resounded with
horror among all nations, and which gave to the world
the new spectacle of two mistresses at once! The King
took them to the frontiers, to the camps, to the armies,
both of them in the Queen's coach. The people ran
from all parts to look at the three queens; and asked
one another in their simplicity if they had seen them.
In the end, Madame de Montespan triumphed, and dis-
posed of the master and his Court with an eclat that
knew no veil; and in order that nothing should be want-
ing to complete the licence of this life, M. de Montespan
was sent to the Bastille; then banished to Guienne, and
his wife was appointed superintendent of the Queen's
household.

The accouchements of Madame de Montespan were
public. Her circle became the centre of the Court, of
the amusements, of the hopes and of the fears of min-
isters and the generals, and the humiliation of all France.
It was also the centre of wit, and of a kind so peculiar,
so delicate, and so subtle, but always so natural and
so agreeable, that it made itself distinguished by its
special character.

Madame de Montespan was cross, capricious, ill-tern-